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Project aim

To increase appreciation and understanding of Devon’s
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Green Veins and Lanes activities

Distinctive hedge map
Oral history + stories
Photo archive

Photo competition
Art competition
Exhibitions+ postcards
Hedge trails

Skills training

Hedge laying video

Education programme




Excellent volunteers




Distinctive hedge map

Aim:

* to show main hedge type in each
part of Devon

Purpose:

» to celebrate the diversity of
Devon’s hedges

» to encourage management which
maintains local character

» to promote local hedge
management skills and traditions

Outputs

v Printed A1 map (500 copies)
v" In depth version on line
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DEVON'’S
DISTINCTIVE

HEDGES

Across the large swathe of central, west and northern Devon lying between the moors, hedges typically contain a
rich diversity of shrubs including willow, reflecting the wet clay soils. These hedges normally have turf-faced banks.
Other common shrubs include blackthorn, hawthorn, rowan, hazel and holly, with oak and ash as the main trees.
The brown hairstreak, a rare butterfly whose larvae feeds on blackthorn, has a national stronghold in these hedges.
In the valleys the hedges are typically of medieval origin and enclose small irregular fields, whereas on the ridge tops
fields are generally large and regular, created during the 18th and |9th centuries.

Devon’s hedges are truly world class. In a nation famed for its hedgerows,
Devon has a larger and more intact hedgerow heritage than any other county
(53,000 km in total). Most of these hedges are ancient, dating back to Medieval
times or before. Through their rich and intricate patterns they tell the story
of Devon’s countryside and farming traditions over many centuries.

Today, Devon’s hedges remain an essential element of the farmed landscape,

creating stock-proof barriers and sheltering livestock from the elements. Of

huge importance to wildlife (including rare species like the dormouse and cirl
bunting), they also protect our soils and store carbon.

One key feature unifies the rich variety of the county's hedges - the Devon
Bank, sometimes massive, often faced with stone and supporting the living
hedge of shrubs and trees.This poster highlights six of Devon’s most distinctive
hedge types and shows the parts of the county where they are most likely to
be found.

More information about Devon’s hedges, including the work of the Devon
Hedge Group, can be found online at: http://www.devon.gov.uk/hedges.

Wind-sculpted beech tree, Welcombe © RobWolton: g

On exposed coasts and high ground the prevailing south westerly winds create hostile conditions in which trees are
bent to the wind and shrubs are tightly wind-pruned. Hardy species such as gorse, hawthorn and blackthorn are the
common shrubs here, growing on banks which may be stone-faced. Sycamore, along with beech and oak, are the
main hedgerow trees. Lichens grow profusely on tree trunks, gateposts and exposed stones. Some banks have very
little scrubby growth on top, maybe just a thin scattering of heather or gorse, but these are still called hedges.
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Stone-faced hedges

- Regular stone-facing, Beaford © Tom Hynes

Hedges with stone-faced banks are characteristic of Dartmoor, south-west Devon and some coastal areas.
In other areas, stonework is often present but hidden within the structure of the bank. The type of stone
varies with the underlying geology, with slate in North Devon, granite on Dartmoor, shale in the South Hams
and schists around Prawle. The stonework is often of fine quality, the stones being set either horizontally or
vertically. Dartmoor’s prehistoric ‘reaves’ are a distinctive example of these hedges, comprising low stone and
earth covered banks and revealing the remains of ancient rectangular field systems across lower-lying moors.
A variant of this hedge type are the dry-stone walls that are found locally and largely date from the late |8th
century, built to enclose the newtakes of former moorland. The ‘living hedge' growing on the bank varies from lines
of trees to sparse and low shrubs on exposed sites. Luxuriant growths of mosses and ferns sometimes completely
obscure the stone work.
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Beech hedges
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Beech hedges give bright splashes of colour to many parts of the county, with leaves which are copper in the
autumn and bright green in the spring. They cast a dense cooling shade in the summer. These hedges are
particularly characteristic of Exmoor and high ground on the Blackdowns.

Beech hedges differ from the others on this poster, being planted with just a single species. They were normally
made by landed estates during the 18th and 19th centuries to mark out the boundaries of newly-enclosed
fields.

In some areas, such as the Blackdown Hills, the hedges have been allowed to grow into lines of majestic trees,
while in other areas, such as the South Hams, they are more often kept low by regular trimming or laying.

= ‘ i
» Speciés-rich Inclading wgﬂq’b; t
| e and doaod, Denbiiry \ @ (LUC]

e

—
_ R

The few parts of the county that overlie chalk and limestone rocks contain hedges with lime-loving plants rarely
found in other areas.These include shrubs like dogwood, spindle and wayfaring tree. Traveller's joy, the creeper
also known as old-man’s beard, can sometimes smother these shrubs.

A wide variety of other trees and shrubs normally occurs in these hedges, elm and field maple being common.
Notable flowers include the bastard balm, a beautiful plant of national conservation concern.

Elm-dominated hedges

Hedgerow elm tree showing Dutch elm disease, Silverton © LUC
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Hedges dominated by scrubby elms are distinctive of many of the more fertile parts of the country, especially the
Redlands of the Exe Valley. Sadly, mature elm trees, once a majestic and characteristic feature of the landscape,
died in the epidemic of Dutch elm disease that began in the 1960s. Fortunately, the trees continue to send up
numerous suckers, but these rarely develop into mature trees now, and lines of dead and dying young elms trees
are a frequent sight.

This hedge type usually occurs on turf-faced banks and often contains field maple. The caterpillars of the
uncommon and elusive white-letter hairstreak butterfly feed on the elm leaves. Each hedge, sometimes whole
hedge networks, may consist of a single elm clone many centuries old.




Oral History and Stories

Aim:

* Tointerview about 20 hedge
managers

 To make 2 stories for children

Purpose:

» to capture past uses and
management

» Stories to make learning easier

Status:
19 interviews held
Two highlight videos produced

2 stories produced, and told at 7
venues

All on-line
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Photo archive

Aim:
* To find and make available old
hedge photos and paintings

* To display James Ravilious images
(famous photographer)

Purpose:
> Public historical resource

Status:
v' 52 good images found, all on line

v 12 archive images and 12
Ravilious images on exhibition
tour




Stephen Squire - hedger's lunch break, Langham, Dolton, Devon 1980

Digital print from the Beaford Photographic Archive
© copyright James Ravilious - Beaford Archive



Photo competition

Aim:
 Competition for public
e Exhibitions in libraries

Purpose:

» To encourage appreciation of
Devon hedges

Status:

v" 100 entries

v" Good press coverage

v Best 12 on the exhibition tour




The Cauldron - Winner - Phil Helmsley - Totnes




Art competition

Aim:
e Competition for children
e Exhibitions in libraries

Purpose:

» To engage and enthuse
children

Status:
v’ 62 entries received
v' Best included in exhibition




Winner of senior (agreed 11 — 16) art competition. Jonny
Atkinson, Uffculme School



Exhibitions

* 11 venues,
including city
libraries

e Almost continuous
from Aug 2011 to
Nov 2012




Postcards

12 postcards made
from exhibition
Images

500 copies of each

Watercolour by Peter Orlando Hutchinson ¢ 1851, Sidmouth from Sidbury Castle, Note the densely pocked hedges



Hedge laying video

Aim:
 To make a short film on how to
lay a hedge in the Devon style

Purpose:

> Education and conservation of
skill

Status:
v Video made by Exeter College

v" On line at YouTube — nearly
2,500 viewings (Dec 12)




Hedgerow trails

Aim:
* To establish at least 4 trails

through making online
interpretation available

Purpose:

» To increase public
understanding

Status:

v 3 trails established, at Bucks
Mills, Parke and Denbury Hill
Fort

v’ Further trails planned for
Ludwell Valley Park, Exeter




Enhanced skills training

Aim:
*  To provide 20 training events, on subjects
like
— Hedge trees
— Wood fuel
— Assessing wildlife value

— Bank restoration
— New hedge management techniques

Purpose:
» To improve hedge conservation and
management

Status:
v" 13 events held

v"Include 7 firewood from hedges events,
organised by Dartmoor Circle.

Most challenging activity to deliver




Education programme

Aim:

e Develop a teaching resource
* Train teachers to use it

. Establish links with schools

Purpose:

» To highlight and develop
potential for Devon’s hedges to
help deliver the National
Curriculum across several
subjects

Status:
v Teaching resource on line

v Supply teacher funded to use it
with 3 primary schools




Overall evaluation

Ambitious and complex project, but nearly all targets achieved, many
exceeded.

Engagement with children was particularly effective, although teaching
resource likely to need further development before it can be used without
direct support.

Skills training programme most difficult to deliver, largely because skills base
lacking.

Some news releases poorly taken up. Need to target local media more, and
follow up more actively with editors.

Overall, resounding success.



Key lessons

Possible to achieve a lot with a little money, given passion, knowhow,
networking, innovation, flexibility and team work.

Key volunteers nearly all from outside established conservation networks
— role of volunteer bureaus was crucial.

Project management and governance takes a lot of time and resources.

Teaching resources very difficult to get right - are unsupported online
resources worth it?

In the absence of headline grabbing material, focus on local press.

Need more skilled trainers in subjects other than hedge laying.



A very successful project - thanks to our
volunteers, project steering group,
sponsors and many others

Robert Wolton, Project Manager, robertwolton@yahoo.co.uk
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